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I usually do not read poetry; I prefer long, grim science fiction stories. But a
friend of mine gave me a copy of BEAUTIFUL SIGNOR by Cyrus Cassells,
and I very much enjoyed it. The words of the poems painted images of secret
flowers, starry nights, and rebellion against pompous prudes (themes that
would not be out of place in long, grim science fiction stories). I also admit
that I am a little slow to pick things up, and I did not realize until near the end
of the collection that the love poems were about two men, rather than the usual
man and woman. My own slowness was not the only reason I did not pick up
on that - the universal power and experience of romance and erotic longing
spoken through these poems are just that: universal and powerful.

I heard music in some of the phrases, and so asked the publisher for
permission to set them to music. In those days before the internet, I could not
find Mr. Cassells to ask him, but I hope he approves of both my effort and the
outcome. The music is bare, spare, and minimal (possibly minimalistic?), but
hopefully not too cold. A usual, I thank John Webber for typesetting the
manuscript, and for printing and posting the score online.

Br. Abraham Newsom
St. Gregory's Abbey
Three Rivers, Michigan

The Blue Tulip, The Risk Takers, and Love Poem of the Umbrian
Night from BEAUTIFUL SIGNOR © 1997 by Cyrus Cassells.
Reprinted by permission of Copper Canyon Press, Post Office
Box 271, Port Townsend, WA 98368.



Visible Dream
for baritone voice and piano

I. The Blue Tulip
Pastorale (J.=48)
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